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introducing hemenway laboratories
This state-of-the-art addition to Hemenway Hall features  
16 new science labs.
f e at u r e
l e t t e r  f r o m  t h e  p r e s i d e n t
Meeting the Needs of the Commonwealth
Dear Alumni and Friends of FSU,
Since our founding in 1839 as the nation’s first public teachers’ college, 
Framingham State has continually evolved over time to meet the needs  
of the Commonwealth. Today, the state’s reliance on our ability to adapt  
in order to provide the highly educated workforce of tomorrow has never 
been greater. In its most recent annual report, “Degrees of Urgency,”  
the Department of Higher Education projects that without intervention,  
the Public Higher Education System will fall short of meeting the state’s 
need for new associate’s and bachelor’s degrees by a minimum of  
55,000 to 65,000. The shortfall is especially glaring in the STEM (Science, 
Technology, Engineering and Mathematics) subjects, and could have 
serious economic consequences for Massachusetts.
The good news is that FSU has already begun taking steps to help fill  
the void. From 2010 to 2014, enrollment in our STEM programs rose  
58 percent. And, as you will read about in this issue of Framingham State 
Magazine, this fall we opened Hemenway Laboratories, a state-of-the-art 
addition to Hemenway Hall, featuring 16 new science labs. This badly 
needed project is going to transform our science and math programs and 
provide our students and faculty with access to the type of laboratories 
required for exciting scientific inquiry and research. The expansion also 
allows us to explore new programs we previously didn’t have the space  
to house, such as our recently launched master’s degree in Biotechnology. 
As with all of our construction in recent years, Hemenway Laboratories 
was designed with the environment in mind and meets the high standards 
for LEED (Leadership in Energy & Environmental Design) Certification 
as set by the U.S. Green Building Council.
I’m proud to say that we’ve been able to accomplish this while also 
continuing our commitment to excellence across all of our academic 
offerings. I hope you have a chance to visit Framingham State in the  
near future and take a tour of this beautiful new addition to our campus.
Sincerely,
 
F. Javier Cevallos, PhD
p r e s i d e n t
f r a m i n g h a m  s tat e  u n i v e r s i t y
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3“This new building shows that Framingham State is serious about research. 
I think that, plus the individual attention you get from Science faculty, make 
majoring in Science at Framingham State an unbeatable combination.”
— CHEMISTRY MAJOR  |  BAILEY MCLER NON ’16
introducing hemenway laboratories 
by Maura King Scully
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FRAMINGHAM STATE UNVEILS HEMENWAY LABORATORIES
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4“This new lab building shows that Framingham 
State is putting more of an emphasis on science.”
— CHEMISTRY MAJOR  |  BAILEY MCLER NON ’16
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The sciences have a new home at Framingham State University: a gleaming 
brick, steel and glass structure connected to the Hemenway Annex. Called 
Hemenway Laboratories, the five-story structure adds 16 sparkling  
new labs for biology, chemistry and food science, complete with the latest 
equipment and safety features.
The new labs, which opened with the start of classes in September,  
“will give students a more realistic experience of science,” says Dean  
of Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) Margaret 
Carroll. “They will get hands-on opportunities with techniques and 
equipment, which will better prepare them for the workplace.” The 
additional space, she notes, “will allow us to run all the classes we need, 
plus give upper-division students room to run labs that take multiple  
days.” In the past, shared laboratories made such experiments impractical.
Room to Grow 
The new labs are a boon for FSU’s burgeoning STEM 
programs, which have grown by 58 percent from 2010 
to 2014. “Increasing STEM majors was part of the 
University’s strategic plan to meet statewide workforce 
needs,” says Carroll. The Hemenway Laboratories  
also pave the way for the University to launch a new 
professional master’s degree in Biotechnology—this, in 
response to demand from MetroWest business leaders. 
“For this new master’s degree, regular classroom sessions 
will be held during the academic year; labs will he held 
in the summer months, allowing us to maximize use  
of the Hemenway Laboratories,” says Carroll. 
The labs are not only functional, but also beautiful. Each 
is full of light, with a wall of windows that looks out 
onto the woods around Farm Pond. Outside the labs, 
the hallways open on to an enclosed atrium also 
flooded with natural light.
“The views are incredible,” says Professor Aline Davis, chair 
of the Department of Biology, as she gives visitors a tour.
Out of Sight 
But perhaps some of the building’s most amazing 
features are those you can’t see. Hidden beneath  
the dropped ceilings are miles and miles of piping— 
for ventilation, auxiliary gases and fiber-optic data,  
to name a few. The building’s five floors sit on top  
of a 16-foot basement, which houses all of the 
mechanical systems. 
The prep labs have hoods that vent to the outside;  
the organic chemistry labs filter and recirculate the  
air just like hospital operating rooms—which is a big 
energy saver; and the biology labs have special 
downdraft tables. All the labs are designed to give 
instructors a clear line of sight across the room, 
allowing them to quickly spot any potential mishaps. 
The fire suppression systems throughout the building 
are the latest and greatest. 
“There are lots of safety features built right in,” explains 
Warren Fairbanks, Associate Vice President of Facilities 
and Capital Planning. The Hemenway Laboratories 
building, he notes, is LEED Silver certified. LEED,  
which stands for Leadership in Energy & Environmental 
Design, is a designation granted by the U.S. Green 
Building Council, a nonprofit organization promoting 
sustainable building practices.
“There’s not much difference between Hemenway 
Laboratories and what you see down the street at 
Genzyme,” says Fairbanks. The building is so amazing, 
in fact, that it will be featured at a conference in Boston 
in October: The College and University Science Facilities 
2015 Conference will offer attendees the opportunity  
to tour Hemenway Laboratories.
16 Flask  
SPARKLING NEW LABS
For biology, chemistry and food 
science, complete with the latest 
equipment and safety features.
“The views are incredible.”
— PROFESSOR  |  ALINE DAVIS
58% NAVIGATEUP 
STEM ENROLLMENT 
Has grown by 58 percent from  
2010 to 2014.
6“Having all of the labs updated is great.  
It’s nice to have supplies stored close by.”
— SOPHOMORE  |  DOUGLAS PER KINS ’18
“Students will be able to use hoods on a 
more regular basis and learn what it’s like 
to do chemistry in a modern laboratory.”
— PROFESSOR  |  SAR AH PILK ENTON
“We won’t be limited any longer by  
what we can accomplish in the labs.”
— BIOLOGY MA JOR  |  VALER IE LEGER ’17
7
2016 🚀 
LABORATORY RENOVATION
Renovation of existing laboratories  
in Hemenway Hall and Hemenway 
Annex, which is expected to be 
completed by December 2016.
Raising the Bar 
Back on campus, “all faculty and students are really 
excited about having a lab experience in the new 
building,” says Fairbanks.
This includes Professor Sarah Pilkenton, chair of the 
Department of Chemistry and Food Science. “This new 
building will help our teaching a lot. Students will be 
able to use hoods on a more regular basis and learn 
what it’s like to do chemistry in a modern laboratory. 
We can now do more interesting labs with the latest 
safety methodology. The new labs also have more 
bench space, which enables students to work together.” 
In the first-year chemistry lab, for example, workstations 
are octagonally shaped, allowing students to collaborate 
more easily. Lab benches also have a seating area at 
one end where students can sit and take notes during a 
pre-lab lecture, something not possible in the previously 
crammed science labs. Each lab has a fully integrated 
audiovisual system. “The instructor’s bench has a 
projector installed in the ceiling so we can demonstrate 
proper technique and ensure that everyone can see,” 
adds Pilkenton.
Competitive Edge 
Sophomore Douglas Perkins is excited about Hemenway 
Laboratories not just because he’s a Chemistry major, 
but also because he works in the Chemistry Department. 
“I help prepare labs for Professor [Lisa] Savini and 
Professor [Kathi] Browne,” he says. “Having all of the 
labs updated is great. It’s nice to have supplies stored 
close by in a way that’s logical, rather than just where 
there is space. It makes things much easier.”
Valerie Leger, a junior Biology major, looks forward to 
more variety in this year’s labs. “We won’t be limited 
any longer by what we can accomplish in the labs. We 
can do more modern techniques with more up-to-date 
equipment and new instrumentation, which will give  
us more accurate data.”
Leger is also excited about the building’s “soft” spaces: 
the atrium is filled with tables and sofas; there’s also  
a lounge area at the end of every floor for either quiet 
study or group collaboration. “The new study spaces 
are great,” says Leger. “It’s helpful to have an additional 
place to meet for group projects—the group spaces  
in the library are usually booked.”
Senior Bailey McLernon, a Chemistry major, predicts 
that the new building will draw new STEM students. 
“This new lab building shows that Framingham State  
is putting more of an emphasis on science—and that 
will attract more majors,” she says. “When prospective 
science students are looking at schools, this new lab 
building will definitely set Framingham State apart.”
The move of laboratory sciences to Hemenway 
Laboratories will also allow for renovation of existing 
laboratories in Hemenway Hall and Hemenway Annex, 
which is expected to be completed by December 2016. 
Some labs will become general-purpose classrooms; 
others will be transformed into specialty labs, such as  
a simulation lab for nursing and geographic information 
systems. Importantly, through this second-stage 
renovation, all Science faculty members will gain 
dedicated lab space for their own research. This  
is beneficial not only for individual faculty, according  
to Professor Davis, but also for students. 
“Students interested in doing research will finally have 
some space,” she says. “Seniors completing capstone 
projects, for example, will be able to work in faculty  
labs instead of trying to conduct their research in and 
around student labs.” 
All in all, “this new building shows that Framingham 
State is serious about research,” concludes McLernon.  
“I think that, plus the individual attention you get from 
Science faculty, that makes majoring in Science at 
Framingham State an unbeatable combination.”
9fra≤ingha≤ state  fall 2015
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Making the Most of  
Her First Year
Hannah Rogers ’18 is a sophomore Chemistry major with a concentration in 
Biochemistry and a minor in Biology. She is a member of the Aspiring Health 
Professionals student club at FSU. Last summer, she volunteered at a camp 
for kids with muscular dystrophy.
Q: WHY DID YOU CHOOSE FSU, 
AND WHAT HAVE YOU ENJOYED 
MOST ABOUT THE EXPERIENCE?
A: I came from a small high school, 
and I liked the idea of going to  
a relatively small college. I was 
definitely attracted to the small class 
sizes because it makes everything 
more personal. I really enjoyed  
my first year. I had some of the nicest 
professors who are very willing  
to help their students. So long as you 
put in the hard work, they will help 
you succeed. Making connections 
and meeting a ton of new people was 
the highlight of my first year. Being 
able to talk to an adviser about my 
career goals was a plus. They don’t 
question you or think you’re crazy. 
They genuinely want to help you  
get there.
Q: WHAT ACTIVITIES HAVE YOU 
ENGAGED IN OUTSIDE THE 
CLASSROOM AT FSU?
A: Framingham State University has 
a lot of opportunities to get involved 
with different clubs and groups.  
I joined the Cross Country team, 
though I wasn’t able to run for part of 
the season because I was recovering 
from an injury. But it was still great 
getting to meet everyone. The team 
has a lot of different age groups.  
I also joined the Aspiring Health 
Professionals (AHP) student club, 
which was great. We bring different 
speakers to campus, which gives us 
an opportunity to hear about the 
different career options available in 
the field. We are also working on 
raising money to get everyone in the 
club first-aid and CPR certified.
HANNAH ROGERS ’ 18 DIVES INTO COLLEGE LIFE
Q: HOW DID YOU GET INVOLVED 
WITH THE MUSCULAR 
DYSTROPHY ASSOCIATION 
LAST SUMMER?
A: The AHP club hosted a speaker 
from the Muscular Dystrophy 
Association who talked about a camp 
they put on each year for a week in 
Maine. It’s free of charge for the kids 
and their families, and each camper 
is paired with a counselor. I applied 
to be a counselor and was accepted 
following a long application process. 
It was a great experience learning 
how to take care of kids with 
muscular dystrophy and helping 
them to do the things they aren’t 
normally able to do, like swim and 
play soccer. I’d never been to Maine, 
so it was an amazing opportunity  
to go up there and work with the kids.
Q: WHAT ARE YOUR HOPES 
AND PLANS FOR THE FUTURE?
A: I originally declared as a Nutrition 
major at Framingham State, but last 
year I suffered an injury and worked 
very closely with an orthopedic 
surgeon to rehab and recover.  
During that time, I fell in love with 
everything he was doing, and  
I realized that I really want to go  
to medical school. So I changed  
my major to Chemistry, with  
a concentration in Biochemistry  
and a minor in Biology. That allows 
me to take all the prerequisite 
courses I need for medical school, 
while also enabling me to take some 
really interesting courses like genetics. 
No matter what I’m doing, I really 
like the idea of helping people reach 
their goals. I suffered through a 
serious sports injury and was helped 
in my recovery, and that is what  
I want to do for other people.
Emmanouil 
Apostolidis
Dynamic Research
INTERVIEW WITH DR.  EMMANOUIL APOSTOLIDIS
Q: WHAT DO YOU ENJOY 
MOST ABOUT TEACHING AT 
FRAMINGHAM STATE?
A: One thing I really enjoy is that  
I work in a small department with 
small class sizes. The bond you  
are able to develop with the students  
is something I could never have 
imagined before I came to 
Framingham State. At large 
universities, students often get lost  
in huge classes; in order to be known 
by a professor, they have to be at  
the top of their class. Here, we know 
all of our students. This is my fourth 
year as a professor at FSU, so for the 
first time I can see the development 
of my students over their full four 
years in college—and to me, that’s 
priceless. I really enjoy seeing our 
students excited to graduate and 
able to find work in the food industry. 
Most of our students have jobs lined 
up because there is a big demand for 
food science professionals.
Q: HOW DID YOU GET 
INTO YOUR AREA OF 
RESEARCH STUDYING 
NATURAL COMPOUNDS?
A: In Greece, where I am from, we 
have traditional medicine, which is 
based in the use of certain herbs to 
cure certain conditions. So, if you 
have a fever, you take one herb; for  
a rash, you take another. I’ve always 
been fascinated with the science 
behind how these herbs are working. 
All of us know drugs can cure 
diseases; but through ancient history, 
we know natural products can do 
that as well. That’s how I ended  
up studying how natural compounds 
can prevent diseases. When I was 
completing my PhD, I was looking at 
many different potential applications— 
type 2 diabetes, ulcer prevention, 
hypertension treatment and 
antimicrobial ingredient development. 
Q: WHAT LED YOU TO FOCUS 
MORE EXCLUSIVELY ON TYPE 2 
DIABETES PREVENTION?
A: After coming to Framingham 
State, I felt I had to define myself  
in a specific field and among the 
different areas I had researched.  
I decided to focus on type 2 diabetes, 
because it’s a huge problem in  
our society. The research I’m doing 
with students at FSU is focused  
on helping the 90 million people  
in this country who are pre-diabetic. 
I’m fascinated with prevention  
for the people who are borderline.  
The hope down the road is that  
we will be able to develop a health 
supplement that people who are 
pre-diabetic can take to slow or 
prevent the progression to diabetes.
Dr. Emmanouil Apostolidis has been a faculty member in the 
Chemistry and Food Science Department at Framingham State 
University since 2011. He earned his bachelor’s, master’s and 
doctoral degrees from the University of Massachusetts Amherst, 
and teaches courses in Food Science and Biochemistry. Last 
spring, Dr. Apostolidis was awarded the Distinguished Faculty of 
the Year Award for Excellence in Scholarship/Creative Work. His 
scholarly work examines the potential health benefits of naturally 
occurring compounds found in fruits, spices, herbs and teas. This 
research has led to the identification of chemicals that inhibit the 
enzymes that break down starches, and has potential application 
in the treatment of type 2 diabetes.
s t u d e n t  v o i c e  &  o n  c o u r s e
Q: WHAT DO STUDENTS GAIN 
FROM ASSISTING IN THIS TYPE 
OF RESEARCH, AND WHAT WAS 
YOUR REACTION TO WINNING 
THE DISTINGUISHED FACULTY 
OF THE YEAR AWARD FOR 
SCHOLARSHIP? 
A: What all students gain is learning 
how to operate in any lab environment. 
Nearly all of them are going to  
be working in a lab producing food 
products. For students who publish 
papers and go to national conferences 
to discuss their research, it is a great 
addition to their résumé. It was  
a tremendous honor winning the 
Distinguished Faculty of the Year 
Award for Scholarship. When I found 
out, I felt a huge responsibility and 
motivation to continue to work even 
harder to develop my scholarship 
activity. When you receive such  
an award at an early stage of your 
career, it raises the bar. 
Hannah  
Rogers ’18
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fsu celebrates spring 
commencement
Thousands convened on the 
Framingham Village Green on 
Sunday, May 18th, to witness 
members of the largest graduating 
class in Framingham State history 
receive their diplomas.
Boston Marathon bombing survivor 
Heather Abbott gave the 
undergraduate commencement 
address, describing her experience 
since losing a leg as a result of 
injuries sustained in the terrorist 
attack. She told the graduates that 
when faced with adversity, it’s 
important to accept what you can’t 
change and rise above it. Abbott 
said the support she has received 
from people around the country 
since she was injured motivated 
her to focus on helping others. She 
became a certified peer counselor 
and launched the Heather Abbott 
Foundation to raise money to 
provide prosthetic devices to other 
people who have lost limbs.
“Do what you can for others,” said 
Abbott, who received an honorary 
degree in Humane Letters from 
FSU. “As college graduates, you 
have an advantage. Be a catalyst 
for good.”
Earlier in the day, the University 
held its graduate ceremony. 
Richard O. Wightman, Jr., a 
member of Framingham State’s 
Class of 1974 and the Principal 
Deputy Assistant Secretary of 
Defense for Reserve Affairs, gave 
the graduate commencement 
address. He told the graduates that 
there are four traits that will help 
them succeed in life—Resiliency, 
Adaptability, Motivation and 
Sincerity—or RAMS. 
“You need to have the ability to 
navigate change,” said Wightman, 
who also was honored with an 
honorary degree in Humane 
Letters. “You will see more change 
in your career and personal life 
than you could ever imagine today.”
The University presented its  
Citizen Laureate Award to State 
Representative Carolyn Dykema 
during the graduate ceremony for 
her support of student veterans 
and higher education at the 
Massachusetts State House. 
“This is a great honor,” said Dykema. 
“Framingham State is truly one  
of our treasures, not just in  
the MetroWest, but also in the 
entire Commonwealth.”
bachelor’s degrees 
conferred916
450 master’s degrees conferred
196 cum laude
“BE A CATALYST 
FOR GOOD”
heather abbott,  
Heather Abbott Foundation
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29 who shine 
ceremony
Stephanie Billingsley Honored by  
Gov. Charlie Baker
Framingham State University Psychology 
major Stephanie Billingsley ’15 was 
honored by Governor Charlie Baker and 
other state officials earlier this month 
during the 29 Who Shine Ceremony  
at the Massachusetts State House.
“I want to congratulate all 29 of these 
outstanding Class of 2015 graduates  
for the recognition they have received 
and thank them for their substantial 
contributions to their local communities,” 
said Governor Baker. “Each of the 29 
Who Shine honorees, in addition to 
being an accomplished student, is 
civically engaged in ways that improve 
the quality of life in Massachusetts.”
Billingsley finished her degree at 
Framingham State with a perfect 4.0 
grade point average and was honored 
as the valedictorian of the Class of  
2015 at commencement.
“During her time at FSU, Stephanie  
has excelled academically and 
demonstrated a deep commitment  
to community service and civic 
engagement,” said Framingham State 
President F. Javier Cevallos. “She  
is truly deserving of this recognition  
from Framingham State and the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts.” 
Billingsley plans to further her education 
next year by pursuing a doctoral degree, 
potentially in Environmental or 
Conservation Psychology, which will 
combine her passion for psychology  
and conservation. Ultimately, she hopes 
to pursue a career that blends research, 
community service and teaching.
Hundreds of families converged on the 
Framingham State campus in April for the 
inaugural outdoor science festival, Science  
on State Street.
Interactive presentations by students, faculty 
and local businesses included robotic and 
engineering demonstrations, a passport  
tour of the solar system, and hands-on 
experiences in biology, chemistry, physics  
and food science. 
The event, an extension of the Cambridge 
Science Festival, included a special outdoor 
exhibit, From Earth to the Universe, which 
featured breathtaking astronomical images 
from the Hubble and Chandra Space 
Telescopes. The exhibit was on loan to  
the University from the Chandra X-ray 
Observatory at the Harvard-Smithsonian 
Center for Astrophysics in Cambridge.
“We were really pleased with the turnout, 
given it was the first year of the event,”  
says Dr. Irene Porro, director of the Christa 
Corrigan McAuliffe Center at Framingham 
State. “It seemed to be a big success with 
children and families.” 
Science on State Street
fsu hosts community science festival: science on state street 
“I KNOW IT DOESN’T LOOK 
LIKE MUCH NOW, BUT IT’S 
GOING TO BE A BEAUTIFUL 
BUILDING FEATURING SEMI-
SUITES OF JOINED DOUBLE 
AND SINGLE ROOMS, A 
GAME ROOM, COMMON 
SPACES AND LOUNGES 
WITH KITCHENETTES.”
c a m p u s  l i f e
Officials gathered at Framingham State in 
April to break ground on West Hall, a new 
state-of-the-art residence hall being built  
off Maynard Road.
“I know it doesn’t look like much now, but it’s 
going to be a beautiful building featuring 
semi-suites of joined double and single rooms, 
a game room, common spaces and lounges 
with kitchenettes,” President F. Javier Cevallos 
said at the ceremony, which overlooked the 
construction site. 
West Hall Construction
framingham state breaks ground on new residence hall
The 316-bed residence hall will offset beds 
being lost as O’Connor Hall is converted  
into badly needed faculty office space.  
There will also be a modest gain in overall 
beds on campus to keep up with projected 
enrollment growth. 
The project is being funded through the 
Massachusetts State College Building 
Authority (MSCBA). It was designed by ARC/
Architectural Resources Cambridge, and the 
general contractor is Consigli Construction.
The McAuliffe Center hosted six sold-out 
planetarium shows throughout the day to 
celebrate the 25th Anniversary of the Hubble 
Space Telescope, which launched on April  
24, 1990. There was also an opportunity to 
explore beautifully crafted models of NASA 
spacecraft, including the Space Shuttle, Mars 
Exploration Rover, Mars Science Laboratory, 
Orion Crew Exploration Vehicle and James 
Webb Space Telescope.
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student films on 
sexual assault 
nominated for  
a peabody award
A series of documentaries on sexual 
assault created by FSU students under 
the direction of Professor Robert 
Johnson is earning national attention, 
including a nomination for a 2015 
Peabody Award.
The documentaries were created as  
part of the PACT5 initiative between 
Framingham State and four other 
institutions across the country—
California State University, Northern 
Illinois University, Rowan University  
and Western State Colorado University. 
Each school received $16,000 from the 
Wyncote Foundation in Philadelphia  
to create documentary films about the 
topic of sexual assault. A team of nine 
students in Johnson’s Documentary 
Filmmaking course created the films 
during the 2012–13 academic year.  
They were Daniel Alberghini, Briana 
Chiminiello, Kristen Devereaux, Sarah 
Giansanti, Johanna Harris, Dylan 
Thomas, Siobhan McLernon, Nicholas 
McWilliam and William Oxtoby. 
According to Johnson, the documentaries 
have been shown at more than 400 
institutions. The group ultimately did 
not win a Peabody Award, but the 
nomination speaks to the quality of  
the films and relevance of the topic.
“When we began investigating the 
subject of sexual assault, I was 
astonished at how numerous unreported 
cases were,” said Johannah Harris ’14. 
“It made me feel it was my responsibility 
to help bring this topic to light.”
Anyone interested in viewing  
the documentaries can visit 
WWW.PACT5.ORG
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Jozsef Halajko performs during 
the musical interlude. 
i n a u g u r a t i o n
Hundreds gathered in the Dwight 
Hall Performing Arts Center on 
May 1st to witness the inauguration 
of F. Javier Cevallos as the 16th 
president of Framingham  
State University.
“It is with the utmost sense of 
responsibility that I accept the 
honor you have given me,” President 
Cevallos said during his inaugural 
address. “Framingham State 
University is a great institution, 
with a proud past and an exciting 
future, and I am thankful for the 
opportunity to be part of it.”
Massachusetts Governor Charlie 
Baker administered the official  
oath of office during the ceremony. 
President Cevallos said that one  
of the greatest challenges facing 
higher education is the need to 
reflect the changing face of the 
country by helping more students 
from underrepresented groups 
obtain a college degree. 
“If we fail to educate a large 
percentage of our populations, 
regardless of race or ethnicity,  
we will fail as a society,” he said. 
“We have a responsibility to reach 
out and make higher education 
part of the future of all children.”
UMass Boston Chancellor J. Keith 
Motley served as the special guest 
speaker and told students in 
attendance that they had a strong 
advocate in President Cevallos. 
“He is pushing far more for you than 
he dreamed of for himself,” Motley 
said. “You have someone who is 
deeply invested in you.”
Former UMass Amherst Chancellor 
David K. Scott, a longtime friend 
and mentor to President Cevallos, 
also spoke at the ceremony  
and lauded the president’s ability  
to work collaboratively in a  
large community.
“Javier is a leader who galvanizes 
others to come together toward  
a shared goal,” Scott said.  
“That has been his track record.  
I congratulate all those who worked 
hard to keep the future of this 
University bright by selecting Javier 
Cevallos as president.”
President Cevallos told the 
audience that he embraces the 
great challenges that lie ahead for 
Framingham State and for all of 
higher education. He said that  
he draws optimism from the work 
ethic, dedication and commitment 
demonstrated by students, faculty 
and staff during his first year  
at FSU.
“We have an exciting future in front 
of us,” President Cevallos said.  
“To get there, we need the concerted 
efforts of everyone on this campus.” 
inauguration
framingham state celebrates inauguration of f. javier cevallos
“WE HAVE  
AN EXCITING 
FUTURE”
f. javier cevallos  
President, Framingham State University
President Cevallos embraces UMass Boston Chancellor  
J. Keith Motley as Governor Charlie Baker looks on. 
Former Vice President and Interim President 
Robert Martin, left, attended the ceremony. 
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2015 Distinguished 
   Faculty Recipients
Dr. Ira Silver has 
been teaching in 
the Sociology 
Department at 
Framingham State 
University since 2002. He earned 
his bachelor’s degree from 
Amherst College and his master’s 
degree and doctoral degree from 
Northwestern University. His 
areas of specialization include 
social inequality, charitable giving, 
community activism, social 
problem framing, technology and 
social change, and death and 
dying. He is the author of Giving 
Hope: How You Can Restore the 
American Dream.
Dr. Silver’s influence as a mentor 
at FSU is expressed through his 
teaching, scholarship and program 
development, in addition to his 
formal advising and mentoring 
projects. He has been a strong 
advocate and mentor to first- 
generation college students at 
FSU, a group that comprises 
one-third of the FSU student 
population. He was one of the first 
faculty members to lend support 
to GenerationOne, a grassroots 
affinity group among first-genera-
tion faculty, staff and students.
excellence in advising/mentoring
dr. ira silver
excellence in professional service
dr. carolyn maibor
Dr. Carolyn Maibor 
joined Framingham 
State’s English 
Department in 2004. 
She holds a bachelor’s 
degree from Simmons College, a 
master’s degree from the University 
of Montreal and a doctoral degree 
from Brandeis University. Her 
teaching and research interests 
include 19th-century American 
literature and philosophy, literary 
theory and gender studies, and 
rhetoric and composition.
From 2007 to 2014, Dr. Maibor 
served as director of the Framingham 
State University Honors Program. 
During this period, the program saw 
remarkable growth, improvement, 
and enhanced stature and visibility. 
Her efforts led to the program’s 
admission into the Commonwealth 
Honors Program in 2011. This 
achievement required submission  
of a detailed self-study, a daylong 
site visit and approval by the 
Massachusetts Board of Higher 
Education. Dr. Maibor also worked 
with the Honors Advisory Council  
on many other enhancements to  
the program, including providing 
scholarships to all incoming honors 
students to attract top students to 
the University.
Longtime English Professor Dr. Elaine Beilin  
is the winner of the 2015 Robert A. Martin 
Outstanding First-Year Advocate Award, 
which recognizes individuals who have  
created positive change and/or developed 
programs designed to improve the transition 
to college for first-year students.
Dr. Beilin was chosen due to her work through 
the Center for Excellence in Learning, 
Teaching, Scholarship and Service. The award 
honors her success in developing programs 
that help faculty work with first-year students 
in their classrooms and the guidance she  
has provided all members of the English 
Department throughout her time at FSU, 
especially for courses that focus on first- 
year students. 
fa c u lt y  n e w s
recognizing
faculty for their 
outstanding 
accomplishments
excellence in teaching
dr. mary-ann 
stadtler-chester
Dr. Mary-Ann 
Stadtler-Chester is 
an accomplished 
instructor with  
a wide range of 
teaching experience. Her career 
includes nearly 35 years of 
full-time university-level teaching. 
She received her bachelor’s 
degree from Manhattanville 
College, her master’s degree at 
the University of Chicago and her 
doctoral degree at the University 
of Paris.
Dr. Stadtler-Chester teaches 
French, Chinese and Education 
courses at the undergraduate and 
graduate levels at FSU. Her 
instructional responsibilities in the 
Education Department include  
the Professional Preparation and 
Field Study II course and the 
Student Teaching Seminar for 
World Languages majors with  
a Secondary Education minor. She 
also designed and teaches the 
newly mandated Sheltered English 
Immersion (SEI) course. Within 
her World Languages courses, Dr. 
Stadtler-Chester’s teaching 
philosophy combines cooperative 
learning activities with authentic 
materials to engage her students’ 
literacy skills in reading, writing, 
speaking and listening. Her 
colleagues describe her classes as 
“interactive learning environments 
with clear objectives and 
observable student progress.”
Dr. Emmanouil 
Apostolidis joined 
Framingham 
State’s Department 
of Chemistry  
and Food Science in 2011. He 
earned his bachelor’s, master’s 
and doctoral degrees from the 
University of Massachusetts 
Amherst, and teaches courses in 
Food Science and Biochemistry.
Since arriving at Framingham 
State, Dr. Apostolidis has 
established a vigorous research 
program involving both under-
graduate and graduate students. 
His scholarly work focuses on  
the potential health benefits  
of naturally occurring compounds 
found in fruits, spices, herbs  
and teas. The research he has 
conducted in his laboratory  
has led to the identification  
of chemicals that inhibit the 
enzymes that break down 
starches, thereby preventing  
a spike in glucose levels after 
consuming a meal. This has 
potential application in the 
treatment of type 2 diabetes, 
which affects more than  
380 million people worldwide, 
according to the International 
Diabetes Foundation.
excellence in scholarship
dr. emmanouil 
apostolidis
Dr. Elaine Beilin 
Receives First-Year 
Advocate Award
the award is named in honor of dr. robert a. martin, 
former vice president for academic affairs and 2013–14 
interim president. 
“DR. BEILIN WAS NOMINATED BY 
MULTIPLE PEOPLE WHO HAVE 
RECOGNIZED HER EFFORTS TO 
CREATE A POSITIVE ENVIRONMENT 
FOR STUDENTS AT FSU. SHE 
EMBODIES EVERY CHARACTERISTIC 
THAT THIS AWARD REPRESENTS.”
—Ben Trapanick, First-Year Programs
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Finishing your first-year season as 
the Conference Rookie of the Year 
in any sport is an impressive feat. 
When you do it in two different 
sports, it’s something special. 
Alycia Rackliffe did exactly that 
after arriving at Framingham State 
in 2013, taking home the 
Massachusetts State Collegiate 
Athletic Conference (MASCAC) 
Rookie of the Year honors for both 
basketball and volleyball. She has 
quickly emerged as a star on both 
teams, helping propel them to 
levels of success not seen in years.
“It’s been great to be a part of two 
really strong teams,” says Rackliffe, 
who just began her junior year  
at FSU. 
During Rackliffe’s first and second 
seasons, the Volleyball team 
finished as MASCAC Champions 
both years and made its first two 
trips to the NCAA tournament— 
a first in FSU history. This past year, 
she led the team with 405 kills  
and 97 blocks, while making her 
second straight, first-team 
All-MASCAC selection. 
The basketball team is coming off  
a 16–9 campaign that saw Rackliffe 
finish second in scoring and first in 
rebounds and blocked shots. 
“You don’t see many two-sport 
athletes any longer because sports 
have become so individualized,” 
says FSU Athletic Director Tom 
Kelley ’76. “The pressure at an early 
age to concentrate on one sport  
is what makes Alycia so unique.  
To top it all off, she not only excels  
in two sports, but also excels in  
the classroom.”
alycia rackliffe ’16
 in focusR AM
age 
20
hometown 
Agawam, MA
favorite athlete 
Rob Gronkowski 
Last year, Rackliffe was a member 
of the MASCAC All-Academic 
Team during both of her athletic 
seasons. She says the time 
commitment of playing two sports 
does not affect her academically. 
“I actually feel like the sports 
seasons keep me on track, because 
I know I only have a certain amount 
of time to get my work done,” 
Rackliffe says. “During the spring 
when I’m not playing, it’s almost 
more of a challenge finding the 
motivation to get my work done 
because I have so much time.”
Rackliffe says she was attracted  
to Framingham State because of 
the athletic opportunities and the 
strong Food and Nutrition program. 
She has since transitioned into  
the Chemistry and Food Science 
program, with a minor in Nutrition. 
“I like the idea of working for a big 
food company developing new 
products,” Rackliffe says. “There  
is also a nutrition component to 
that, which I enjoy.”
Now that she is in her junior  
season, Rackliffe says she is  
looking forward to taking on more 
of a leadership role with her teams.  
The goal for both is to win the 
conference and get to the NCAA 
tournament, she says. 
“We’ve lost some great players,  
but I think we are bringing in  
some strong recruits, so I expect  
us to have strong teams again,”  
says Rackliffe.
r a m  n a t i o n
Emma Littlefield ’15 Brings Team IMPACT to FSU
FSU Partners with  
Team IMPACT
Emma Littlefield had not heard of the organization Team 
IMPACT two years ago, when she met a little boy named 
Timmy who was battling leukemia. A huge hockey fan, 
Timmy explained to her that he was a member of the 
Babson hockey team. Intrigued by this, she looked into 
the unique relationship and learned that it had been 
facilitated by Team IMPACT, a nonprofit organization 
that pairs children battling serious illness with college 
athletic teams in order to lift their spirits and provide 
them with strength and camaraderie.
“It was clear how much the experience meant to him and  
I thought, ‘We have to bring this to Framingham State,’” 
says Littlefield, who graduated in the spring with a 
degree in Criminology. 
She raised the idea of partnering with Team IMPACT to 
Athletic Director Tom Kelley ’76, who was immediately 
on board. Littlefield then applied on the organization’s 
website. During her junior and senior years at FSU,  
she served as the campus ambassador for the program.
“I’ve always been into helping the community and people 
around me,” says Littlefield, who hopes to work with 
at-risk youths after earning a master’s degree. “This 
program just seemed too good to pass up.”
The first student paired with a team at Framingham  
State was a 4-year-old girl named Summer, who joined 
the women’s field hockey team, of which Littlefield  
was a member. 
“It was wonderful having Summer on the team,” says 
Littlefield. “She would just put a huge smile on everyone’s 
face. We got her a field hockey stick, and she would  
come to practices and join us on the field for the  
National Anthem.”
The initial partnership was a success, and Littlefield went 
on to help facilitate relationships between the football 
team and a 6-year-old named Declan, and between the 
hockey team and a 12-year-old named Sam.
“The program is a win-win all the way around,” says  
Mary Welker, regional case manager for Team IMPACT.  
“It gives the kids anywhere from 15 to 30 big brothers  
and big sisters. For the students, they go into it thinking 
they are doing something for somebody else, but most  
of the time they feel they got more out of it than the  
child did. It gives them a different perspective when  
they see someone fighting every day with medical and 
emotional issues.”
Littlefield says she was honored to play a role in bringing 
Team IMPACT to FSU and hopes the partnership lasts  
well into the future.
“It’s such a positive program, and it means so much  
to the kids and the student athletes,” she says.
Learn more about Team IMPACT at 
WWW.GOTEAMIMPACT.ORG
baseball sets record for wins in a season
The Framingham State University Baseball team established a new school record for 
wins during the spring season, finishing with an impressive 27–19 overall.
The team earned the top seed in the Eastern College Athletic Conference (ECAC) 
Tournament and took a lead into the 9th inning of the championship game, before 
losing in heartbreaking fashion to second seeded Salve Regina. 
The Rams were led on the mound by the 2015 MASCAC Pitcher of the Year and first 
team all-conference selection in Zack Kirby (Rochester, MA). Kirby led the 
conference with a school record 99 strikeouts on the year as he became the FSU 
career strikeout leader. Kirby went 6–2 on the year with an ERA of 1.42 and recorded 
three shutouts and six complete games in 10 starts.
19
The team’s seniors go out as the all-time winningest 
class as they amassed a 90–78 record over four years.
20
Alumni Achievement 
Award Winners
framingham state university was proud to honor its 2015  
alumni achievement award winners during reunion weekend.
distinguished alumni award 
Richard O.  
Wightman ’74
Richard is a decorated retired 
two-star general who currently 
serves as a Presidentially appointed 
senior executive in the Department 
of Defense as the Principal Deputy 
Assistant Secretary of Defense for 
Reserve Affairs. 
alumni educator award
Mary Liscombe ’70
Mary was the longtime Director  
of Framingham State’s Christa 
Corrigan McAuliffe Center. 
leadership and service award 
Kathleen Crane 
Millett ’78 
Kathleen is the Executive Director 
of the Massachusetts Office for 
Nutrition, Health and Safety 
Programs and a longtime supporter 
of the John C. Stalker Institute  
of Food and Nutrition at FSU. 
young alumni achievement award 
Meghan Surprise ’09, 
G’12
Meghan is a third-grade teacher at 
EJ Harrington Elementary School  
in Lynn. 
Come Visit the 
FSU Planetarium
a l u m n i  c o r n e r
Call for Nominations 
We are now accepting nominations for the 2016 Alumni Achievement Awards. 
Any person or group may nominate an alumnus or alumna for this recognition 
by contacting the Office of Development and Alumni Relations.
Young Alumni Achievement Award 
Meghan Surprise ’09, G’12 
Distinguished Alumni Award  
Richard Wightman ’74
Alumni Educator Award 
  Mary Liscombe ’70
Leadership and Service Award 
Kathleen Crane Millett ’78 
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The Christa Corrigan McAuliffe Center has 
begun offering monthly programs in its 
state-of-the-art planetarium that are free  
and open to the public. The center typically 
offers two public programs on a Friday 
afternoon each month. This is your opportunity 
to explore the universe from the comforts  
of a chair!
Most events do fill up. To learn more or  
to register for an upcoming show, visit 
WWW.CHRISTA.ORG/PUBLIC-EVENTS/
new edition of 
PIONEERS IN EDUCATION  
on sale now at  
fsu bookstore
The new edition of Pioneers in Education, 
which chronicles the 175-year history  
of Framingham State University, is now  
on sale at the FSU Bookstore! Hardcover 
copies can be purchased for $28 in 
person or over the phone at 508–626–
4595. A portion of each sale will 
support student scholarships.
Originally published in 1989 to celebrate 
the 150th Anniversary of Framingham 
State, Pioneers in Education is a detailed 
history of America’s oldest public 
normal school, complete with historical 
photos and a timeline. Former FSU 
presidents D. Justin McCarthy and Paul 
F. Weller and faculty members 
Constance Brine Jordan, Rita Loos, P. 
Bradley Nutting and Beverly J. Weiss 
contributed chapters to the first edition 
of the book.
As part of the University’s 175th 
anniversary celebrations in 2014, FSU 
History professors Jon Huibregtse and 
Sarah Mulhall Adelman agreed to take 
on the task of updating the book with  
a new chapter that covers the last  
25 years. They received considerable 
assistance from research intern Jasmine 
Bonaca ’15.
another all-fsu wedding!
Alicia Gahan ‘10 and Chris Donovan ‘10 tied the knot at Old 
Sturbridge Village in July surrounded by friends and family. Like 
many FSU alumni, the happy couple began dating and fell in  
love during their time at the University. After graduating, Chris 
was hired as an English teacher at Ayer-Shirley Regional High 
School and Alicia got a job as a fourth grade teacher in Hopkinton. 
She is currently teaching in Leicester.
They’ve remained loyal Rams in recent years. In fact, both 
returned to the University to earn their master’s degrees in 
education. “Framingham State holds a special place in our hearts 
since it is where we fell in love and met some of our best friends,” 
Alicia says.
“FRAMINGHAM 
STATE HOLDS A 
SPECIAL PLACE  
IN OUR HEARTS.” 
the office of development  
and alumni relations
email alumni@framingham.edu
phone 508–626–4012
a l u m n i  c o r n e r
reunion weekend
june 5–7, 2015
Hundreds of alumni returned to campus in June to reconnect with 
friends, toast the Golden Anniversary Class of 1965 and celebrate 
Reunion. Highlights included a family-friendly concert on the green 
behind North Hall, planetarium shows in the Christa Corrigan McAuliffe 
Center and the Alumni General Assembly. 
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your classmates, your university, your community… 
Join alumni online to network, learn about upcoming  
events and find out what’s new at your alma mater. 
www.facebook.com/framinghamstatealumni
of special note richard mckeon ’77 
mckeon named colonel of state police
Governor Charlie Baker appointed Major richard mckeon ’77  
as Superintendent and Colonel of the State Police in July, placing him  
in command of 2,300 Massachusetts State Police Troopers.
“Keeping the people of Massachusetts safe is paramount to my administration, 
and I look forward to Major McKeon building upon our State Police force’s 
stellar professionalism and diligence,” said Governor Baker. “Fostering trust 
between the community and law enforcement is essential to public safety, and 
McKeon will be essential to strengthening those relationships.”
A 33-year veteran of the State Police, McKeon had previously been serving as 
Deputy Division Commander of the Division of Investigative Services. In that 
role, he was responsible for oversight of investigative units, administrative 
resources and intergovernmental coordination with local, state and federal 
law enforcement, most notably, throughout the response and investigation  
of the Boston Marathon bombings.
“During my 33 years in the State Police, I have been fortunate to receive  
a great deal of knowledge and guidance from the many professionals within  
the department, and I look forward to putting all that I have learned to work 
on behalf of the public that we serve each day,” McKeon said.
“DURING MY 33 
YEARS IN THE 
STATE POLICE,  
I HAVE BEEN 
FORTUNATE  
TO RECEIVE  
A GREAT DEAL 
OF KNOWLEDGE 
AND GUIDANCE 
FROM THE MANY 
PROFESSIONALS 
WITHIN THE 
DEPARTMENT.” 
1940s
delores a. esposito ’64 published  
a children’s book titled, Benty.
1960s
gay willis sabin ’65 was 
awarded the 2015 Touch the 
Future Award at the annual 
meeting of the Independent 
Association of Framingham 
State Alumni (IAFSA) during 
Alumni Weekend. The 
award honors teachers who teach teachers 
and demonstrate and instill an enthusiasm for 
teaching, as Christa McAuliffe did. Gay was 
nominated by her classmate Beth Crook, who 
noted that Gay not only taught for 47 years, 
but was also an award-winning supervisor 
and mentor, and an active leader in many 
Massachusetts educational associations. 
Among other accomplishments, Gay received  
a national “Thanks to Teachers” Excellence 
Award. In her honor, IAFSA’s Touch the 
Future Fund donated $150 to Framingham 
State to enable more grade school students 
to participate in missions at the McAuliffe 
Challenger Center.
1970s
barbara chadwick ’73 was named 
Honorary Mayor of Middleboro, MA for 2015. 
She raised over $2,500 for The Friends of 
Middleboro Cemeteries. 
camille (megna) hendsbee ’77 published 
an article titled “Nutrition Notes: Making Great 
Nutrition Happen for You” in the Taunton Daily 
Gazette on March 18, 2015. Camille is also the 
owner of Megna Nutrition Associates Inc.  
of Natick, MA. 
1980s
andrew e. zelman ’82 of Southborough, 
MA has joined MutualOne Bank as Senior Vice 
President, Niche Lending Markets. 
robin stratton ’82, author of On Air, Of Zen 
and Men, In His Genes, and Blue or Blue Skies,  
has opened up a writing and publishing center  
in Newton, MA. 
franklin newton ’87 was appointed 
acting Vice President and Chief of Staff at the 
University of Delaware, effective July 1, 2015. 
suzanne (moore) cunningham ’88 
joined Cenotech Solutions LLC as their Senior 
Derivatives Engineer. 
patty (donahue-sullivan) schlossberg ’88 
is married to Steve Schlossberg and works as  
a Front Desk Guest Services Representative  
and Night Auditor at Red Roof Inn in Framingham. 
Their daughter Caroline will be attending 
Framingham State this fall as an Early Childhood 
Education major.
gary mazzola ’89, g’89 was recently 
appointed Superintendent of Westminster-
Ashburnham Regional School District. 
kirsten stolle ’89 was awarded a Pollock-
Kranser Foundation Grant to support her fall 
solo show at the Turchin Center for Visual Arts. 
1990s
laurie boyer ’90 is an Associate Professor 
in Biology at MIT’s Irwin and Helen Sizer Career 
Development Center. 
cynthia ring ’91 was recently named Chief 
Human Resources Officer for Harvard Pilgrim 
Health Care.
michael ivanoski ’91 is stepping down as 
the head coach of the Hanover High School 
football team in Hanover, NH after 22 years  
and 3 state football titles. 
william s. smith g’92 is a trial attorney and 
the proprietor of the Law Office of William S. 
Smith in Holden, MA. He recently successfully 
argued to the Massachusetts Supreme Judicial 
Court on behalf of a client who had been 
wrongfully convicted of 1st degree murder.
jacquie kittler ’95 was named Assistant 
Director of HR Services and Benefits for the 
UMass Office of the President. 
2000s
steve cummings ’01 was recently appointed 
new head football coach for Wakefield High 
School in Wakefield, MA. 
maria (sorrentino) montanez ’01 and 
her husband Gregory Montanez are pleased 
to announce the birth of their second daughter 
Alyssa Rose Montanez, who was born on Feb.  
22, 2015. Alyssa weighed 7 pounds, 13 ounces 
and was 21 inches long. She was welcomed 
home by her big sister Tina. 
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Organized by Decade
teaching the art of inventing
alumni profile patricia nolan-brown ’81 
patricia nolan-brown ’81 has spent 
the past 24 years as a self-described 
“serial inventor.” Now she’s working to 
teach others how to take their innovative 
concepts from “idea to invention.”
“What used to take me weeks and 
months to do, I can now do right online,” 
says Nolan-Brown, who holds five 
patents and whose recently published 
book Idea to Invention: What You Need 
to Know to Cash In on Your Inspiration 
reached number one on Amazon’s Top 
100 list. 
All of her inventions over the years have 
come as a result of finding solutions  
to everyday problems. This includes  
her first and most famous invention,  
the original rear-facing car seat mirror. 
“At the time, I had just had my first 
daughter. When I’d put her in the car 
seat in the back of the car, it drove me 
nuts that I could not see her in the review 
mirror,” she says. “I couldn’t believe there 
was nothing in the stores to allow a 
parent to see their baby in the car seat.”
When someone suggested she invent one 
herself, her career as an inventor began. 
During the early 1990s, the Internet 
wasn’t widely available, so Nolan-Brown 
spent many hours in the Boston Public 
Library researching patents. She sold her 
first order of two dozen before she had 
even developed the product.
“I walked into a baby specialty store with 
the idea and a basic rendering for the 
package,” she says. “They immediately 
placed an order, and I had to run home 
and figure out how to make them.”
Nolan-Brown shipped the product out  
of her home for about five years before 
finally licensing the product in exchange 
for royalties to a company who took it 
worldwide. Today, she has begun sharing 
the knowledge that she’s gained as an 
inventor over the last two decades with 
others who are interested in gaining 
patents for their own inventions. 
“The book breaks down the traits people 
need to possess to be successful inventors 
and also gets into some of the technical 
aspects of patent law,” she says. “I’ve also 
done a lot of speaking and personal 
coaching for inventors. I’m providing  
a service that I would have loved to have 
had access to when I first started.”
Nolan-Brown, who majored in Art at 
FSU, is one of several members of her 
family to attend the University. She says 
that her experience starting a graphic 
design firm shortly after graduating 
helped her to hone her people and 
marketing skills. “The Art program  
was very strong and everything was  
so personal,” she says. “I really enjoyed 
my time there.”
“I’M PROVIDING A 
SERVICE THAT I WOULD 
HAVE LOVED TO HAVE 
HAD ACCESS TO WHEN  
I FIRST STARTED.”
To learn more about Nolan-Brown’s inventions and book, visit 
WWW.PATRICIANOLANBROWN.COM
sean p. crutchley ’03 joined TD Bank as 
Store Manager of the Fitchburg-Main store.
jennifer (de carvalho) thompson ’03, 
g’03 was recently appointed the new town 
administrator in Plainville, MA.
mary k. casey ’06 was named Manager  
of the Parents Association at MIT in Boston.
will reddy ’06 was named Program 
Coordinator in the Student Involvement and 
Leadership Development office at Framingham 
State University.
adrienne dancey ’07 and Matthias  
St. Mandigo are engaged to be married  
October 2015.
jessica honeywell ’08 is a Certified 
Veterinary Technician for Zoo New England and 
was recently profiled as an extraordinary women 
in Zoo New England’s 35th Anniversary of 
Women’s History Month. 
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class notes submissions
Share your news and photos with the University and 
fellow alumni. Each class note should include your full 
name and year of graduation from Framingham State. 
email publications@framingham.edu
phone 508–626–4012
fax  508–626–4036
matthew martin ’08 and Michael Rodriguez 
are engaged to be married October 2016.
amanda (walker) oliveira ’08 married 
Matt Oliveira on June 21, 2014.
sarah maurath ’08 married Dylan Hall in 
July 2015.
sara cameron ’08 accepted a new position 
in Internal Communications at Liberty Mutual 
Insurance in Boston, MA. 
angel seto ’09 and marc long ’09  
are engaged to be married October 2016.
stephanie orr ’09 and Christopher 
Mehrmann were married in July at The  
Barn at Gibbet Hill in Groton, MA. 
katherine koenig ’09, g’09 was named 
Elementary Assistant Principal at the American 
Community School in Abu Dhabi, UAE. 
2010s
steven whittemore ’10 was named Alumni  
Relations Officer at Framingham State 
University. Steve now oversees the entire 
Alumni Relations program. 
kelsey vershon ’11 and matthew 
slowick ’11 are engaged to be married  
May 2017.
Milford native derek johnson ’12 was named 
Manager of the Ashland Post 77 Legion  
Baseball team. 
Eileen (Cunningham) Byrt ’34  
january 19, 2015
Frances (Tyndall) Allen ’35  
may 13, 2015
Georgia Schlepegrell ’40  
june 4, 2013
Elizabeth (Totilas) Davis ’41  
january 3, 2015
Anne (Tower) MacIntyre ’41  
june 29, 2015
Maude (Elizabeth) Payne ’41  
march 17, 2015
Helen Southwood ’42  
june 25 , 2015
Eleanor (Enid) Wells ’42  
march 14, 2015
Esther (Issenberg) Mayer ’43  
february 21, 2014
Marion (Lowe) Harkness ’44  
october 11, 2014
Clare Forbes ’45  
october 16, 2014
Rosemary O’Connell ’45  
may 12, 2013
Joan (Howell) Fernandez ’46  
october 20, 2014
Alice (Oliver) Burpee ’47  
february 9, 2015
Elizabeth (Quigley) Field ’47  
january 25 , 2015
Mary (Cavanaugh) Rogers ’47  
january 14, 2015
Marie (Buckley) Lucas ’48  
december 28, 2014
Norma (Fried) Lurie ’50  
june 18, 2015
Marjorie (Fisk) Scudder ’50  
february 5 , 2015
Lucy (Walters) Thorpe ’50  
january 13, 2015
Jean (Clark) Russell ’51  
december 13, 2014
Anita Staples ’52  
january 31, 2015
Shirley Maloney ’53  
october 22, 2013
Kathleen (Kay) Weber ’54  
may 22, 2015
Nancy (Sieurin) Weston ’55 
march 20, 2014
Mary Ann (Butler) Dowd ’56 
may 31, 2015
Carol (Moran) Donohoe ’57 
march 17, 2015
Elinor (Horrigan) Dooley ’57 
april 18, 2015
Eleanor (O’Neil Torres) Frias ’59 
january 10, 2015
Frances Iacoboni ’59 
may 9, 2011
Joanne (Dalton) Forcier ’60 
february 21, 2015
Barbara (White) Grady ’61 
april 13 , 2014
Theresa (Spediacci) Rothwell ’61 
december 18, 2014
Joanna (Bachin) Bedalov ’62 
april 20, 2015
Louis Cardani ’63 
august 9, 2010
Rosemary (Heron) Mahoney ’63 
may 11, 2015
Constance (Klier) Fowle ’64 
may 10, 2015
Michele (Camerlengo) 
Scavnicky ’64 
april 21, 2015
John S. “Jack” Ahearn ’71 
december 1, 2014
Shirley Smith ’71 
february 28, 2015
Elsie Peck ’73 
april 19, 2015
Charlotte (Urkansky) 
Ehrenberg ’75 
december 24, 2014
Maureen Kemp ’77 
june 11, 2015
Jane M. (Maher) Shores ’77 
june 2, 2015
Susan (Gullette) Sonberg ’77 
january 6, 2015
Paul Curran ’78 
january 25 , 2015
William Reid ’83 
march 8, 2015
Sheila Goldman ’84 
october 4, 2011
Richard Anderson Heaps ’84 
february 22, 2015
Donald Beardsley ’86 
january 2, 2015
Claire (Sirois) Junkins ’92 
april 9, 2015 
Dennis Breen ’00 
june 8, 2015
Elizabeth (Brock) Prescott ’08 
january 16, 2015
in memoriam
“THE MILITARY APPEALED 
TO ME BECAUSE I WANTED 
TO DEPLOY OVERSEAS AND 
SERVE MY COUNTRY.” 
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Organized by Decade
nancy shippen sullivan ’77  
says the key to her success in climbing 
the ladder to become a top executive  
at an international software company  
has been her willingness to take on any 
challenge presented over the years.
“I’ve just said ‘yes’ to any opportunity  
that has come my way, no matter how 
overwhelming it may have seemed at first,” 
says Sullivan. “I’ve been lucky to have  
a fabulous mentor and managers along 
the way.” 
During a 30-year career with the 
CBORD Group, she has risen from  
a product manager to become the Vice 
President for Professional Services,  
a position that has her managing teams 
and services in places like the United 
Arab Emirates, the Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia and Australia. A subsidiary  
of Roper Technologies, the company  
is the world’s leading provider of campus 
and cashless card systems, food and 
nutrition service management software, 
nationwide student discount and 
off-campus commerce programs, and 
integrated security solution products. 
The CBORD Group has more than  
6,000 clients worldwide.
Sullivan, who earned a degree in Food 
and Nutrition at Framingham State, says 
the biggest leap in her career came from 
1991 to 1993, when she was the project 
manager overseeing the implementation 
of CBORD products for one of the largest 
media and entertainment corporations  
in the world.
“That really set off my career and made  
it unique,” Sullivan says. “I parlayed that 
into a management position—and as  
the company grew, I grew.” 
Today, Sullivan is a true “road warrior” 
overseeing expansion efforts in the 
Middle East and an office in Sydney, 
Australia. She still calls Massachusetts 
home, however, and lives in Norfolk.
Sullivan says she has fond memories of 
her time at Framingham State and credits 
a communication class taught by Professor 
Margaret Potter with taking her out of 
her comfort zone as a public speaker. 
“I look back at that course and can see 
that it really had a pivotal impact on my 
career,” says Sullivan. “My education at 
Framingham State was a tremendous value.”
nancy shippen sullivan seizes 
every opportunity at cbord 
group, inc.
alumni profile nancy shippen sullivan ’77 
of special note andrew krantz ’04
lt andrew krantz travels the world 
with u.s. navy
andrew krantz ’04 never considered a future in the military when he 
transferred to Framingham State in 2001. But shortly after graduating with  
a business administration degree in 2004, Krantz made a dramatic career 
change by enlisting in the U.S. Navy.
“I was going to be a CPA,” says Krantz, who is currently a Lieutenant in the 
Navy, “but I realized quickly it wasn’t for me and started looking for 
alternative paths. The military appealed to me because I wanted to deploy 
overseas and serve my country.”
His 11 years of service have taken him to 27 different countries, including two 
tours in Afghanistan, General’s Aide duties and two ship-based tours in Japan. 
Krantz has visited an additional 30 countries while traveling on leave. His 
most memorable experiences include a close encounter with a Chinese cobra 
in the jungles of Hong Kong and living with a family of Mongolian nomads 
for three days. 
“It was interesting to learn about all the things they have to do to survive,” 
Krantz says. “It opens your eyes and gives you greater appreciation for the 
freedoms and opportunities we have in this country.”
Today, Krantz is a Supply Corps Officer overseeing a unit of 45 personnel  
at a training base in Nevada. He has served his country with honor and 
distinction, earning several personal decorations, including the Meritorious 
Service Medal, Navy Commendation Medal, Army Commendation Medal 
and Navy Achievement Medal.
simone leary ’12 married Patrick Buckley  
on May 31, 2015.
kelly farrell ’12 and michael lodi ’12  
are engaged to be married.
stephanie perri ’13, g’13 and Timothy 
Ahearn are engaged to be married July 2016  
in Providence, RI. 
john “jeff” ritter ’13, g’13 named 
Holliston’s new Town Administrator.  
He began his new position on July 6, 2015. 
brian kurowski ’13 was named Assistant 
Director of Development at Framingham State 
University. Brian now oversees the Annual Fund 
and Development Operations. 
quinn nolan geary ’14, g’14 married 
Meredith Lyn Beaty on July 25, 2015.
danielle porcello ’15, g’15 joins the St. 
Francis House as an Instructor with the Moving 
Ahead Program (MAP).
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“I’VE JUST SAID ‘YES’ TO ANY 
OPPORTUNITY THAT HAS 
COME MY WAY, NO MATTER 
HOW OVERWHELMING IT  
MAY HAVE SEEMED AT FIRST. 
I’VE BEEN LUCKY TO HAVE  
A FABULOUS MENTOR AND 
MANAGERS ALONG THE WAY.”
Jillian Nygard jumped at the 
opportunity to work at a large 
company in 2010 when she 
was offered a job as a human 
resources representative at  
TJX Companies in Framingham. 
Recognizing the potential to advance in  
her career within one of the largest apparel 
companies in the world, she signed up for 
Framingham State’s master’s degree program 
in Human Resources.
“The degree helped me learn about the different 
areas of human resources and exposed me  
to people in those areas,” says Nygard. “The 
program is designed for people who are already 
working, so the professors understood the 
balance we had to maintain between work  
and classes.”
Nygard was promoted to a senior HR 
representative in 2011 and then to a global  
HR analyst after earning her master’s degree  
in 2014. This fall, she’s returning to FSU  
to earn a master’s degree in business 
administration (MBA).
“I want to learn more about the business side  
of things and continue to work my way up  
in the company,” Nygard says. “TJX offers 
tuition reimbursement to employees, so it’s 
just a matter of putting in the time and effort.”
FSU Degree Helps Jillian Nygard 
Advance Her Career at TJX
h a p p e n i n g s
education department to operate early 
childhood center on campus
The Framingham State University Education 
Department has taken over operation of the 
campus’s Early Childhood Center, following 
the expiration of a contract with the YMCA. 
The department, which has been operating 
the Jeanne M. Canelli Child Development Lab 
on campus for 54 years, sees a number of 
potential benefits from the change, according 
to Valerie Hytholt, who serves as director  
of both the lab and center.
“By bringing the operation in house, we are 
able to offer significant discounts to our 
faculty, students, staff and alumni who make 
use of the daycare center,” says Hytholt. 
“We’re also increasing opportunities for our 
current students, who can complete 
internships at the center.”
Framingham State students, faculty, staff and 
alumni who enroll their children at the center 
will be provided with a tuition discount of 
more than 25 percent, Hytholt says. 
Every teacher at the center is required to have 
at least a bachelor’s degree and professional 
teaching license. Unlike the Child Development 
Lab, which is a half-day program designed  
to help education majors complete their 
teaching requirements, the Early Childhood 
Center will operate from 7 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 
year-round. 
“Now that we are operating the Early Childhood 
Center, we can take advantage of all the great 
resources on campus,” Hytholt says. “We’ll 
be able to take the children up to the quad  
for lunch or over to the McAuliffe Center for 
a show in the Planetarium. We are excited 
about the opportunities.”
graduate studies
Framingham State offers more than 35 
affordable and convenient graduate degrees, 
certificates and post-baccalaureate programs 
designed for working adults seeking to 
advance in their careers.
visit www.framingham.edu/ 
  graduate-studies
phone 508–626–4014
“THE DEGREE HELPED ME LEARN 
ABOUT THE DIFFERENT AREAS OF 
HUMAN RESOURCES AND EXPOSED 
ME TO PEOPLE IN THOSE AREAS.”
For more information,  
phone 508–626–4084
email ecc@framingham.edu 
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Former Trustee Raymond Boulanger did not attend Framingham State 
University, but he can relate to the experience of the typical FSU student, 
which is why he’s happy to do what he can to support them financially. 
Boulanger grew up as a hardworking student in a lower-middle-class 
family in Easthampton, MA. At the time, the town was home to a poorly 
ranked local high school. Unlike many of his friends, Boulanger attended 
nearby Williston Academy with the help of a small scholarship and by 
working long hours during the summer. He also received financial 
assistance from his parents.
“My family had very limited resources, and my father and mother really 
sacrificed to send me to a private school,” Boulanger says. “Looking back, 
that was key for me to avoid the fate of a lot of my friends who didn’t 
receive the same educational opportunity.” 
Like roughly a third of the Framingham State student population, Boulanger 
became the first generation in his family to attend college when he enrolled 
at Trinity College in Connecticut. 
“I worked multiple jobs and relied on scholarships and loans to pay my way 
through college,” says Boulanger. “Many of Framingham State’s current 
students face similar challenges.”
He went on to earn his law degree from Yale Law School, before spending 
three years in the U.S. Army, where he became a Captain. After the Army, 
Boulanger enjoyed a long and successful career as a business attorney  
and partner at Goodwin Procter LLP in Boston, MA. His desire to support 
lower-income and first-generation students helped lead to his appointment 
to the FSU Board of Trustees, where he served for nearly 10 years, including 
his final year as Chairman of the Board. Today, Boulanger continues to 
serve in a volunteer capacity on the University’s Foundation Board. 
His charitable donations to the University include creating the Matthew 
Denice Memorial Scholarship in honor of the member of the Class of 2011 
and Milford resident, who was tragically struck and killed while riding his 
motorcycle in 2011. The scholarship is available to Milford High School 
students who attend FSU.
Boulanger has also committed a portion of his estate to the University  
in his will and continues to make annual gifts to FSU’s Foundation. 
“Scholarships and financial support were critical to the educational 
opportunities I received growing up, so it’s important for me to give  
back,” Boulanger says.
Ray Boulanger Understands 
the Financial Challenges  
FSU Students Face 
donor profile
Ray Boulanger 
find out more
If you are interested in supporting 
student scholarships at Framingham 
State, please contact the Office of 
Development and Alumni Relations at 
508–626–4012 or 
alumni@framingham.edu. 
100 State Street, PO Box 9101, Framingham, MA 01701–9101
Framingham State University is committed to sustainability and chose to print 
this magazine on Utopia 2 paper, which is certified to Forest Stewardship Council® 
(FSC®) standards and contains a minimum of 10% post-consumer recovered fiber.
Holliston, MA
Permit NO . 20
Holliston, MA
Holliston, MA Holliston, MA
Permit  NO . 20
Permit NO . 20 Permit NO . 20
Swiacki Children’s Literature Festival
thursday, november 5 , 2015 |  3 p.m.
This year’s Swiacki Children’s Literature Festival will feature Jane Yolen, 
the acclaimed author of children’s books, fantasy and science fiction, 
including Owl Moon, The Devil’s Arithmetic, and How Do Dinosaurs Say 
Goodnight? The event includes book signings, lectures and workshops 
on the latest developments in the craft.
Boston Holiday Reception 
thursday, december 3 , 2015 |  6 p.m.
Join the Office of Alumni Relations and your fellow alumni for  
a special holiday reception at the Westin Copley Place, Boston. 
Details are available online. 
Alumni Weekends in Florida 
january 2016 and march 2016  
Join the Office of Alumni Relations for several fun activities in the 
Sunshine State. Past events have included an alumni trip to a Red Sox 
spring training game and marching in the St. Patrick’s Day Parade. Look 
for specific dates and additional details to be announced later this fall. 
All-Alumni Reunion Weekend
june 3–5 , 2016
The best weekend of the year to reconnect with old friends and your 
alma mater! The Office of Alumni Relations is planning a jam-packed 
weekend full of events and activities. Join us as we toast the Golden 
Anniversary Class of 1966 and honor the latest group of Alumni 
Achievement Award Winners.
u p c o m i n g  e v e n t s s av e  t h e  dat e
Visit our Facebook page at  
www.facebook.com/framinghamstatealumni  
Parents: If this issue of Framingham State Magazine is addressed to your son or 
daughter who now lives at a separate permanent address, please let us know. 
email alumni@framingham.edu
phone 508–626–4012
online www.framingham.edu/alumni
For more information or to register for alumni 
events, contact the Office of Alumni Relations.
